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Collaberation is key

As expectations rise
along with technical
demands, CAB is
encouraging
effective
collaboration across
the aluminium in
building supply
chain for the benefit
of its members and
the wider
construction sector
writes Dale Pegler,
technical director
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As construction projects become more complex and
compliance requirements get stricter, the aluminium

in building sector is under increasing pressure.
Standards continue to evolve, guidance is regularly

updated and keeping pace with the changing landscape
can be challenging, particularly for businesses with limited
in-house technical resources.

With tightening building regulations and rising
sustainability targets impacting the entire supply chain,
strong communication, shared understanding and close
cooperation are essential for its collective success.

The challenges facing the industry today affect everyone,
from systems houses, fabricators and installers to
specifiers, contractors and beyond. Compliance,
competency and performance requirements are no longer
issues that can be effectively managed in isolation. This
means technical collaboration is essential if projects are to
meet the standards expected by clients, regulators and end
users.

As performance, testing, installation and safety
requirements become increasingly demanding, good
communication between suppliers, fabricators, installers
and specifiers is key to keeping projects on track.

Even where products themselves are fully tested and
compliant, problems can still crop up if technical
information is misunderstood or not carried through the
construction process correctly. Whether that is
specification requirements drifting off course, installation
problems or compliance gaps.

By encouraging dialogue between suppliers, fabricators,
installers and specifiers, issues are identified earlier,
expectations are aligned, and technical requirements can
be clarified before work progresses on site. The result is
stronger compliance, fewer misunderstandings and
ultimately, better results.

Bringing together companies of all shapes and sizes from
across the aluminium sector, the wider fenestration
industry and beyond, CAB provides opportunities to
exchange knowledge and address shared technical
challenges.

With our many conferences, committees, networking
and training events offering insights into different
perspectives from across the supply chain, members have
access to current guidance, best practice and technical
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interpretation, raising both competence and confidence
among our members.

Our role is to create an environment where our members
can share expertise and engage in constructive technical
discussion. It really helps to improve understanding across
the board, which ultimately benefits the whole industry.

We have a collaborative approach that extends beyond
our aluminium focus. CAB works alongside other
construction trade associations, including the Glass and
Glazing Federation (GGF) and the National Federation of
Roofing Contractors (NFRC), as part of the Joint
Competence Initiative for the Building Envelopes Sector
(JCI).

CAB is a team player. Our aim is to promote cohesion,
not just within the aluminium sector, but the whole
construction supply chain. Working together, for the
greater good, is an essential part of what we do.

Our participation in the JCI helps to keep us at the
forefront of developments. It puts us in a better position,
not just to update and inform our own members but also
to respond more effectively to government consultations,
regulatory changes and wider market challenges.

It really is a case of ‘united we stand’ – and the benefits
of that approach are clear.

At the CABTechnical Conference 2026

Dale Pegler
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